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Man and The Natural World.
Introduction.
From the stories we covered in class, I was very much interested in “The Open Boat.” The most outstanding theme in this story is the theme of “man and the natural world.” Before realizing what was discussed about the man and the natural world within the story, I had a couple of questions in my mind like is man famous to the natural world?  How has man impacted on the natural world? Stephen Crane’s book provides answers to my questions in the following quote. “It may be remarked that a man would conclude that it was intentional from the seven mad gods to drown him in the ocean, despite the repulsive injustice the ocean.” This line makes me realize that man and nature are rivals, but nature seems sad with man since nature has united its seven mad gods to face man. Rae Carson in her book “Walk on Earth a Stranger” argues that nature befriends no man since man is a true enemy to nature. Lois Josephs in his journal “Man’s Relationship to Nature” views that man earns life from nature. Man and the natural world is an impressive theme because it shows the: opposition between man and nature, the changes experienced by nature due to human activities, man’s understanding to the natural world, diseases caused by nature to man and the benefits of the natural world to man.
The rivalry between nature and man comes mostly as a result of human activities on the natural environment. I the short story “The Open Boat” rivalry is seen when man is throwing stones with an aim of making natural world recognize him. Currently, man has been polluting the environment mainly through industries producing greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide hence causing global warming. The industrial wastes are being dumped on flowing rivers without treatment and thus affecting the marine life like fishes, due to eutrophication water hyacinth has been overgrowing, and this makes the marine animals suffocate. Wild animals are very aggressive to man and in some cases the end up poisoning his or even killing him because they have realized that man hunts them for food (MacKenzie 67).
Man is the primary cause of changes taking place in the natural world. As every person struggles to earn a living, natural resources are utilized in all the dimensions of man’s life. To start with let us consider the basic needs for man’s survival. In “The Open boat” man tells nature that he exists meaning he is capable of doing any harm to nature. Food for man is either from plants or animals; clothes are made from animal hides or by processing plant materials. For the case of shelter, man has modified the natural resources to suit the building design he anticipates to have.
Man’s understanding of nature is that he has full control of everything. Some people argue that its only man knows everything related to, but to me, these people are entirely wrong. A man knows the existence of natural resources but does not have all the knowledge about them (MacKenzie 67). For example, we all agree with the fact that nobody knows how to make clouds, but people will offer a theoretical explanation of how clouds are formed. Nature is very much diverse, and some natural things are beyond human understanding. However, people should do further research to improve their knowledge of the natural world. In the short story, “The Open Boat” gods act as intermediary between man and the natural world.
The natural world causes diseases to humans. All the pathogens transmitting diseases originate from the natural environment (MacKenzie 67). Airborne diseases like flu and whooping cough exist on the natural air. Animals carry vector-borne diseases just as in for the case of malaria which is transmitted by mosquitoes. Some plants are poisonous to humans since they contain toxins while others have hooks and spines which inflict pain to humans hence calling for medication — all these complications from natural world work towards deteriorating human health. This can be traced in “The Open Boat” when man fears to be drowned by the ocean
Human life is tied up to the natural world, and no one can reverse this fact. Man benefits hugely from nature in many different ways, let us consider the air we breathe, from where does it originate? The answer to this question in environment. Everything in human life is all about nature. In the short story, “The Open Boat” fish cannot survive without water and so man cannot survive without the natural world. I can say all men are nakedly poor without nature or even no man without nature world. This statement implies that all the resources available to man are provided by nature, the man should praise natural world as well as conserve it. (Donna 87).  The economic achievements of man have been empowered by nature, for example, minerals which generate a higher income which is used to pumper economic development.
The relationship between man and nature has not always been pleasing to man because at times nature turns to be harmful to man (Donna 89). Climatic changes play a more prominent role in human suffering as in the case of floods, drought, and famine. Stephen Crane in his short story “The Open Boat” informs us that the ocean was almost sinking man’s boat. This implies that nature can cause massive destruction to man. 
Conclusion.
 In conclusion, one of the platforms we can get all the information we need about the natural world is in the written works. I as a result of this I request more research to be done by our authors concerning man and the natural world because this will prevent the existing conflict between man and nature. 
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